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Welcome to the latest issue of Pedal Power, the newsletter of Cycle Lewes.
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The Cycle Lewes Map

Back in 1996 we put together a hand-drawn, black-and-white map of cycling routes we had identified around Lewes. With the encouragement of the late Elisabeth Howard, tireless local campaigner for cycling and many other ‘green’ causes, we published it in Lewes News. 

It had a far longer life than we expected – at one time the Tourist Information Centre was handing out copies – but we always hoped to produce a more usable, coloured version to show all the extra information we’d gathered over the years from other local cyclists.

The opportunity finally came this year. Transition Town Lewes told us that Lewes District Council was interested in ideas that could help improve air quality in the town as part of their ‘Think Air’ initiative. Indeed they were, and they have supported the full-colour Cycle Lewes map leaflet, coming out this month in time for the Fume Free Friday events on 19th September. 

On one side Lewes-based designer Andy Gammon has drawn a simplified town plan of Lewes showing the routes used by cyclists to link up places they go every day: residential areas, schools, shops, playgrounds and workplaces.

On the other side we’ve highlighted on an Ordnance Survey map some of our favourite country lanes, off-road routes (most of them contributed by Stephen Burgess), pubs, cafés and places of interest, to show how you can visit them on longer rides out of Lewes, or by using a country railway station. 

We’ve also included details of local cycle shops and organisations, as well as advice on courtesy to pedestrians and tips on cycling in traffic, with children and in the countryside. 

We hope that our map will help encourage people to try cycling in and around Lewes, perhaps instead of taking a car, and to raise awareness of where improvements to routes could make a big difference to cyclists.

Our discussions with Lewes District Council and East Sussex County Council over how to represent the more problematic routes have improved understanding on both sides. We look forward to producing a revised edition with some of the long-standing problems ironed out!


Tim and Anne Locke

01273 475481; anne.locke@talktalk.net
A27 cycle path 

Following the disruption of the major road works between Lewes and Beddingham we were looking forward to the cycle path along the north side of the A27 being reinstated and even improved. 

Instead we and others were alarmed to find this summer that the new section between the entrance to the travellers’ caravan site and Ranscombe Lane had been put back considerably narrower than before. On the new path, only about 1.5m wide in darker tarmac, it is quite difficult for two cyclists to pass – the usual standard for cycle paths is 2m. 


The picture shows a group of bikes comfortably side by side on the old path which still runs from Southerham Lane to the travellers' site, in contrast to the new narrower path in the background.

We have made our points to Sustrans, as the path is part of their cycle path network, and they and East Sussex County Council are taking the issues up with the Highways Agency, which is responsible for the A27 Beddingham works.
We also took the opportunity to comment on the mediocre state of the A27 westbound cycle path between Lewes and Falmer – we had hoped that the new works at Beddingham, part of a multi-million pound scheme, would produce something more appealing. 
Our New Website: www.cyclelewes.org.uk
Cycle Lewes member David Harvey has very kindly offered to set up a new website for the group, which will be operational in time for the map launch in September. Using a modern content management programme it should be easy for us to keep it up to date and add news as it happens. 

Tesco cycle racks

Is this Lewes’s best kept secret? According to a store manager, there are ‘loads’ of cycle racks at the store. We thought that the usefully sited ones near the ramp leading up from the riverside path had never been replaced after the 2000 flood. However a closer look revealed a set of racks a long way down the side of the store facing the river – we doubt that you could get a laden bike out along the narrow walkway – and a couple (usually obscured by stored trolleys) on the right as you face the entrance.

David Louis of Cycle Lewes has been nobly pursuing Tesco about better provision for cyclists, but they say they have ‘no plans’ to increase it ‘pending their application to expand the store’. 

Meanwhile can anyone think of a use for the structure resembling a giant bike rack they’ve put up by the main entrance? 

Cycle Lewes contacts

For membership queries please contact Amanda Burgess on 01273 475930 or amandajaneb@talktalk.net 

To get in touch on any other matters please contact Anne or Tim Locke on 01273 475381, email anne.locke@talktalk.net or at 73 Paddock Lane, Lewes, BN7 1TW.





Cycle Lewes members on our ride to Glynde on 3 July 2008, by the redundant ‘no cycling’ sign near the Snowdrop. 


Following our discussions on the cycle map, East Sussex County Council have told us that this is due to come down soon.











If you have a paper copy of this newsletter and are able to receive it by email instead, this would save us a lot of paper and effort! Currently we post out around 40 paper copies. 


Please email � HYPERLINK "mailto:anne.locke@talktalk.net" ��anne.locke@talktalk.net� with your details if you aren’t already on our email list.











Other local cycling groups





Bricycles – the Brighton, Hove and District cycling group � HYPERLINK "http://www.bricycles.org.uk" ��www.bricycles.org.uk� or Tony 552662 


CTC – touring rides


Seaford and Newhaven section Ann Rix 


01323 894283 or � HYPERLINK "http://www.eastsussexctc.org.uk" ��www.eastsussexctc.org.uk� 


Brighton and Hove section


� HYPERLINK "http://www.communigate.co.uk/sussex/" ��http://www.communigate.co.uk/sussex/�


ctcbrighton or Anne Doyle on 413303


Lewes Wanderers – mainly sport cycling – training, time trials, road races. � HYPERLINK "http://www.leweswanderers.co.uk" ��www.leweswanderers.co.uk� or Hugh 471880





Cycle Lewes doesn’t currently organise a rides programme – contact one of the groups above for their activities.





What’s on


— Sun 14 Sept: town ride round Lewes using the new Cycle Lewes map (see below). Meet us at 10am outside Lewes railway station. Four to five miles, with stops to look at route issues: finish around noon.


— Mon 15 Sept: next Cycle Lewes meeting, 8pm upstairs at the Lewes Arms, all welcome.


— Fri 19 Sept: Fume Free Friday: Lewes District Council is encouraging people to car share, cycle, walk or use public transport to reduce air pollution on Friday 19 September, and holding a celebratory event in Lewes precinct from 2pm to 6pm with cycling and circus activities. 


Join us to talk to the public and councillors and pick up a free copy of the new map! 





Join Cycle Lewes


We very much value your continued support. Anyone paying for a year now will be covered until the end of 2009.


Pay just £3 per household for the year (or even better £5 for two years or £10 for five years). Send a cheque made payable to Cycle Lewes to Amanda Burgess c/o 24 Dale Road, Lewes, BN7 1LH, 01273 475930 or pay at one of our meetings or get-togethers. 
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