Lewes District Council draft Core Strategy
Comments on cycling and related issues from Cycle Lewes.

Topic paper 1: Characteristics of Lewes District

Q: Has this Topic Paper captured the characteristics that are relevant to Lewes District, or not? 
While this paper looks at strategic road and rail infrastructure it does not characterise the rural road and off-road networks, which are extensive, and of great potential for recreation and tourism potential, but are generally poorly connected to the centres of population. We would add:
The northern part of Lewes District has an extensive network of quiet lanes used by cyclists and equestrians, while the southern area on and around the South Downs has some of the best off-road cycling in England. However the connections between these areas and the towns are poor, with cyclists needing to negotiate heavy traffic and difficult junctions. There is no signage from the towns (where most of the population lives) or the railway stations to direct cyclists and walkers to the edge of towns or to the South Downs. The cycle connections between Lewes and Newhaven/Seaford are particularly poor.

Topic paper 2: key strategic issues and challenges for the District
Q: Do you agree with the issues and challenges that have been identified in this topic paper? 
Cycle Lewes welcomes the following statement and would encourage the District Council to seek maximum contributions from developers to improving cycling facilities around new developments.

· We need to determine the best way of encouraging people to move around the District in a sustainable manner and of ensuring maximum accessibility to new development by walking, cycling and public transport. 
We also welcome the reference to tourism:

· We need to recognise the contribution that the rural area can make to the District’s economy, including the potential role of tourism in terms of providing employment opportunities, attracting investment and creating wealth. 
However we feel that this should be phrased in terms of sustainable tourism and not confined only to the rural areas (with the implication of car-based tourism only). Towns with railway stations and Newhaven port serve as gateways for visiting cyclists and as indicated above it is important that they are better linked through signage and route improvements to the rural areas. Sustrans has long established that cyclists spend more with local businesses in the immediate area than car-based tourists do, for example on food and drink, thus they are important to the tourism economy.
Topic paper 3: Vision for Lewes District

We agree with the general features of the character areas but again think they should be better linked, not considered in isolation. For example ‘The sustainable tourism network’ referred to is not only something for the South Downs – if it is considered in isolation this could imply people need to drive up in cars with their bikes, when in fact there is good potential for them to arrive by train and reach the Downs by riding on the rural lane network. 
As an organisation which has worked to promote cycling in and around Lewes since 1998, and developed the Cycle Lewes map published by LDC in 2008, we would be happy to assist in developing the vision as it applies to cycling, and to specifying the links needed  in more detail. In the meantime would like to see included:
Newhaven port and Lewes railway station will be gateways for sustainable tourism. Newhaven will be linked to Lewes town by a cycle route connecting the villages along the Ouse, serving both local utility and recreational users and increasingly popular with tourists including those arriving from Dieppe. Walkers and cyclists arriving by train in Lewes will find good signed routes to the countryside and the South Downs, as well as the town’s excellent range of shops, food and drink and accommodation providers.

Seaford will have good cycle connections to the north (towards Beddingham) and east (towards Exceat), complementing the popular existing route to Newhaven.
Topic paper 4: key strategic objectives

Do you consider that the proposed strategic objectives will achieve the vision, as set out in Topic Paper 3?
We welcome objective 2 on sustainable tourism (as pointed out above cycling has a large part to play here) and the reference to cycling in objective 7 (sustainable transport).
As commented above, on objective 9, creating a sustainable tourism economy at Seaford will require better cycle connections to the north (towards Beddingham) and east (towards Exceat), complementing the popular existing route to Newhaven.

Topic paper 7: North Street, Lewes

Whatever option is selected, we would like to see through routes for walking, cycling and wheelchair users parallel to the river between the Pells and Cliffe Bridge. This would open up new, traffic free and level connections between parts of town which are poorly accessible at present.

The foot/cycle bridge previously proposed by Angel Properties between Tesco and the Phoenix area would also give pedestrians and cyclists greater choice of routes if developer funding can be secured.
Topic paper 9: sustainability appraisal/SEA

The proposed indicator under no. 6 (travel choice etc) Number of new footpaths/cycle routes and public transport infrastructure needs rephrasing. Simply counting new footpaths and cycle routes does not tell anything about whether the routes are suitable or needed. And cyclists do not always need a dedicated route: improvements to on-road conditions may be sufficient in lightly trafficked areas. More suitable indicators could involve local users and automatic journey counters in assessing the results, for example:
Number of improvements to footpaths, cycle routes, roads or public transport infrastructure agreed both in advance and afterwards by local user groups to be of significant benefit to pedestrians, cyclists and public transport users.

Increase in cycle journeys on routes where improvements intended to benefit cyclists have been carried out.
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