Schools’ Streets

So, the schools are going back
and central government is
encouraging pupils not to travel
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on public transport but walk &
cycle where possible and go by
car if not.
In the two recent rounds of central
government funding for cycling &
walking it is understood that East
Sussex (ESCC) applied for money
for 8 primary schools in the county
to encourage children to walk &
cycle to school. As far as we can
see, none of this money is for
Lewes.
Cycle Lewes has proposed that
where practical, roads to schools
should be closed to traffic during
drop off & pick up times.
There may well be more central
government funding for this work
& schools and parents should be
encouraged to work out the best
ways of doing this so that they
1

have “shovel ready” projects to
propose to ESCC.

Cycling & Walking Forum nothing
of note was presented by ESCC
in their applications for funding.

Cycle Lewes would like to hear
from members who have children
going to school in Lewes who
would like to help develop this
work. Contact us on
info@cyclelewes.org.uk if you are

Joint proposals with Living Streets
for the temporary widening of
pavements & the removal of
parking spaces on School Hill &

interested
The attached link to Sustrans’
School Streets shows how road
closures at drop off and pick up
times benefit health, air quality
and congestion
https://www.sustrans.org.uk/ourblog/opinion/2020/august/schoolstreets-provide-solution-toinactivity-congestion-and-airpollution
* Latest on Government funding
for cycling
Opportunities for new cycling
schemes in Lewes have been
missed during two crucial rounds
of central government funding.
this summer.
In spite of proposals put forward
to ESCC by Cycle Lewes, Lewes
Living Streets and Lewes District
Council via its newly established

the High Street were
unsuccessful. As were our own
plans for a number of
improvements to cycle routes
across the town, 3 ‘school streets’
put forward by members, changes
to Cliffe High Street and planned
improvements to C90 route. We
weren’t alone, there isn’t one
cycling group across the County
who believes there will any
beneficial real change for cyclists
from this funding!
This is extremely frustrating as
one of Cycle Lewes’ main
campaign aims is to promote a
safer cycling environment in
Lewes which will in turn develop
shopping opportunities in the town
(as seen on the back of our T-
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shirts). Equally worrying is the
continuing trend of neglecting
Lewes in terms of funding; it’s
been going on for over 6 years

We hope - depending on its remit
- that the planned Active Travel
England (the new inspectorate)
will ensure that projects meet new

now.

design standards.

We are currently assessing how
we respond to ESSC decisions
with others and the shape of our

https://
assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/
government/uploads/system/

future work. Some of this is likely
to include exploring how we can
work with some of the retailers,
other groups and councillors in
the town to –re-imagine Lewes

uploads/attachment_data/file/
904146/gear-change-a-boldvision-for-cycling-and-walking.pdf

which would include a safer and
better environment for cycling for
all.

changes to Highway Code

On a more positive note the

* Government consultation on

The roads and lanes in and
around Lewes can be quite
daunting for inexperienced

government’s new cycling and
walking strategy “Gear Change”
outlines a bold vision and contains
much of what we and other
cycling organisations and

cyclists, and a lull in car use
during lockdown has now been
replaced by a big increase in
motorised traffic.

transport planners have been
campaigning for, and includes the
long awaited design standards for
cycling infrastructure .

So now is a good moment for us
all to get involved in proposed
changes to the Highway Code.
The Department for Transport is

So, we have a good national
strategy, the promise of additional
resources (although it’s not
enough and is £500million less
than the pothole budget!). Now we

aiming to make changes to the
Highway Code to improve safety
for cyclists, and Cycle Lewes
members can fill in the online
survey being carried out by the

just need to get ESCC to
change “gears” through our work
and our joint work with Cycle East
Sussex.

DfT.
https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/
K736D5/
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Cycling UK is leading our
response and you can look at it’s
recommendations on the attached
link:
https://www.cyclinguk.org/blog/
what-you-can-do-improvehighway-code

are currently doing and what they
need to be doing in the future.
Sustainable Travel and Air Quality
is one of the 7 action areas. The
others are:
- Energy & the Built Environment
- Biodiversity

The DfT’s proposals include rules
for motorists overtaking cyclists
(including minimum distances
between cars & cyclists), rules on
junction priority and the “Dutch
Reach” when opening car doors.
The “Online action” contained in
the link enables you to email the
DfT to support these proposals,
highlighting particular rules that
are important to you, and editing
the template email if you wish.
* Lewes District Council
Climate Change strategy
Lewes District Council (LDC) is
seeking public engagement and
feedback on its Climate Change
and Sustainability Framework
Strategy.
It will address the cause and
impact of climate change and
enable it to meet the 2019 Climate
Emergency Declaration and its
net zero target.

- Agriculture and Food
-

Reducing Emissions from
Waste

- Water
- Circular Economy & Community
Wealth
The full strategy, related
documents and a link to survey
can be found at https://
www.lewes-eastbourne.gov.uk/
community/climate-change/
Cycle Lewes intends to submit a
response. We’d like to members
to feed into this. Let us know
what you’d like us to include by
1st October 2020
However it’s important that
individuals and groups across our
district get involved. A Community
Forum is planned and you can
register your interest in getting
involved in it on the website.
The formal deadline for survey
responses is 5pm on 2 November
2020.

LDC is asking community partners
alongside others to tell them what
they think about the actions they
www.cyclelewes.org.uk
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* Renewal of Cycle Lewes
membership
An email was sent to Cycle Lewes
members (whose membership
was due for renewal). All new
renewals will now run to 31 Aug
2021.
All members paying their annual
subscription by direct debit or
standing order: could we ask you
to change the date after this
year to renewal on 1st
September?
We have a new membership
secretary and they will be using
this dedicated email address:
membership@cyclelewes.org.uk.
For all other matters please write
to our main address:
info@cyclelewes.org.uk.
Payment
The annual subscription remains
at £5.
For a number of years we have
used PayPal as this is a
straightforward payment system
and it provides us with email
addresses. However, we have to
pay PayPal 45p for each
membership paid in this way, and
with over 150 members that is
now a significant sum on a small
fee.
Therefore we’d like to encourage
you all if possible to use your
bank/ building society/ credit
union for your payment.
www.cyclelewes.org.uk

Ideally, we’d ask you to set up an
automatic annual payment
(direct debit or standing order), as
that avoids our needing to send
you reminders. Please give your
full member name as a payment
reference. The details are:
Co-operative Bank
Cycle Lewes
Account No 65083509
Sort Code 08-92-99
Reference [full member name]
For those still wishing to use
PayPal we will of course continue
to accept these payments.

* What Cycle Lewes
members have been reading
Sheila sent us a good article on
effects on e-bikes & car use:
https://cyclingindustry.news/
electric-bike-ownersprogressively-use-cars-less-findsstudy/
Simon from Cycle Seahaven sent
us "Why We Cycle", an awardwinning documentary about the
role of the bicycle in Dutch culture
and the far-reaching societal
benefits of bike-first living.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=hs_aqm0j7jI
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* Bike Maintenance courses

* One of our new members
worked with Dr Bike's Mike Bray
and they organised a successful
cycle maintenance course last
Saturday.
Mike's happy to arrange more,
(basic & intermediate) and also to
do some 'cycling confidence'
courses.
We'd like to hear from members if
they'd be interesting in joining
one?
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