Police & Crime Commissioner
(PCC) Elections 6 May 2021
Owing to the Covid-19 Pandemic
the PCC elections which were due
to be held in May 2020 were
delayed until 6 May 2021.
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Fewer cars on the road during this
period has resulted in a rise in
more serious collisions due to
speeding. Car insurance has gone
up as a result.
https://www.lifeinsuranceinternational.com/comment/motor-insurance-premiums-lockdowncovid-19/
There has also been a corresponding increase in agressive
behaviour towards cyclists with a
number of accidents involving motorised vehicles & cyclists in East
Sussex.
Several Cycle Lewes members
have had serious accidents involving cars, and recently the
Deputy Leader of Brighton and
Hove City Council was hit by a
van.
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The Police have an important part
to play in stopping this agressive
behaviour, and the upcoming PCC
elections on May 6 provide a
good moment to draw candidates’
attention on how the Police deal
with this issue.

nothing of the £2bn that Central
Government is making available
for cycling & walking.

Cycling UK is sending a 'manifesto' to all the Commissioners
ahead of the election
https://actionvisionzero.org/police-crime-commissioner-elections-may-2021/
& later this month, Cycle Lewes
will be joining other cycling groups
in East Sussex to discuss cycle
safety with Katy Bourne, the current Sussex Police and Crime
Commissioner.
Sussex has a poor record in its
response to looking after vulnerable road users, and we will report
back on this meeting in our next
newsletter.

Hustings for the ESCC
elections
The County Council elections are
also due to be held on 6 May.
These elections are extremely important as ESCC is responsible
for most road building and cycle
provision in the county.
However, its record concerning
provision for cyclists remains one
of the worst in the country.
Apart from a few bike racks in the
centre of town, Lewes has seen
www.cyclelewes.org.uk

Cycle Lewes will be sending a
questionnaire to all candidates in
the Lewes area asking what they
would do to promote cycling
should they be elected.

Cycle Lewes Low Traffic Project
Cycle Lewes members will be
aware that together with Lewes
Living Streets, we are seeking
funding and partners for a project
to create low traffic solutions for
Lewes High Street.
The objectives for this project are
to set out and design options for
reducing through-motor
traffic,whilst retaining motor traffic
access for deliveries and on-street
parking in the town.
In the coming months we aim to
carry out a survey of shoppers
and visitors accessing the High2

Street to establish modes of
transport, how often they visit, &
how much they spend. We’d like
to know if they come by car and
where they park as well as
whether they prefer to shop in the
Precinct and Cliffe or School Hill/
The High Street and why.
Lewes Town Council have agreed
to pay for the survey work & we
have already obtained contributions towards the remaining
£17,000 needed for the project.
The full proposal can be found on
our website:
https://www.cyclelewes.org.uk/wpcontent/uploads/2021/01/Our-Project-for-Low-Traffic-Lewes-v3-PDF.pdf

School Streets
The planned temporary “School
Street” for Southover Primary has
been delayed because of
Covid-19 restrictions. However,
this didn’t stop Noel Fadden,
Head Teacher supported by 2 pupils (who are at the school) putting
up this banner provided by Lewes

Lewes Climate Hub
We have joined the Lewes Climate Hub and look forward to
playing our part in this great initiative. Based in Fisher Street, it
will open later in the year. For
more details and to sign up for
regular news updates see: https://
lewesclimatehub.org
Cycling UK
Becky Reynolds, former Chair of
Bricycles is now the Regional Coordinator for Cycling UK.
If you are a member of Cycling
UK and want to get involved in
supporting its “Cycle Advocacy
Network” please get in touch with
her:
becky.reynolds2@btinternet.com

Living Streets.

www.cyclelewes.org.uk
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What we have been
watching……

Will we be going on cycling holidays this summer?

Europe’s cycling revolution: a

The roll out of vaccines is giving a

documentary, 24 mins
BBC World Service
Great changes, interviews and inspiration for us.

glimmer of hope to those of us
who like to go on cycle touring
holidays.
The proximity of the Newhaven/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=Cukx_BSQ0Ww&amp;feature=
youtu.be
Better movement, healthy

Dieppe Ferry means that over the
years many Lewes cyclists have
gone to France for short breaks or
longer touring holidays to the Med
and beyond.

streets
Learning for Lewes…..
https://festival.shrewsburybig-

Ferries from Portsmouth to Spain
have also meant easy access to
cycling in Northern Spain and the
Rioja region.

townplan.org/programme/masterplan-36d7d-j4tb9
Live urban cycle tour: Epic
streets and unique views in the
City of London
For those who missed cycling in
London with those empty streets!
https://open-city.org.uk/films/urban-cycle-tour-city-of-london-merlin-fulcher-phineas-harper
However, as in the UK, Covid
numbers remain stubbornly high
on the Continent, and it may not
be until the autumn that we are
www.cyclelewes.org.uk
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able to cycle freely in France or
Spain.
So why not cycle in the UK?
Cycling UK has helped develop a
new 350km cycle route (The King
Alfred’s Way) which starts and
ends in Winchester (just down the

There are lots of interesting cycle
routes on the Cycling UK, Sustrans & EuroVelo websites, and
the gloomy days in February &
March are ideal for planning a
cycling holiday in the sun later in
the year.
www.cyclinguk.org

road from Lewes!)
https://www.sustrans.org.uk
https://www.cyclinguk.org/king-alfreds-way

https://en.eurovelo.com

https://youtu.be/kNKCJPDkZ6w

Or you may be interested in cycling down the Kennet & Avon
canal to Bath & Bristol?
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